


AL SHARPTON TALKS MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT
HIS PLACE AT THE CENTER OF CIVIL RIGHTS
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By Allison Kugel
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Alison Kugek n ight of recent news in
the Breonna Taylor case (no criminal
charges were filed in her death). what was
your first reaction whan you heard that

decision?

Reverend Al Sharpton: It was alarming
but not surprising. | didn’t hawe canfidence
in this investigation, becauss of the
obwvious policies of the prosecutor, Tha
prosecutor guldes the grand jury and
there is nobody in thare besides the
prosecutor This prosecutor (s a protégeé af
Mitch MeCannell. | did not think that ha
was going ta do anything. did feel that
the indictrment of the other alficer. [Brett]
Hankison, for the endangermeant of
everybody but Breonna was Just as
offensive. What they are saying IS that he
was reckless in who he was shooting at
and putting othars at risk. What about
wihio they shot, and her being at risk? ks
one of the reasons why wie dowhat we do.
in saying there needs to be new laws. We
Just had a big marnch w th tens of

thousands of us, three weeks ago

Armong two of the things we wanted are
The George Floyd Policing and Justice
Act that sat in the House, but the Senate
hasn't taken it up. t would strengthen the
laws that would have eliminated the no
knock laws ard put this whole thing ina

different perspective

That's one of the things | talk about that in

this new book



Allison Kugek Many people believe that you just show up
wherever the action and media attention is. t's important for
peopie to know that you and your Natiomal Action MNetwork
{MAN) are the ones who work to bring nationa attention to thase
cases in the first place. For example, it was your arganization, NAN
that brought nationzl attention to Trayvon Martin's murder and to
Ceomge Floyds murder Without your bBard work, the world
wiouldn & krow the names Trayvon Martin or George Floyd

Why isn t this common knowledge?

Reverend Al Sharpton: A lot of tha media just doasn't say it. Ben
Crump [Attorney for the Floyd Family) and the families have said it
In fact, Breonna Taylar's mother s first interview was on my show

[MSNBC= “PaliticsMation’) "'I':'-:,' couldnt grt a national show
before my show. Sybrina Fulten (Trayvon Martins mother] wrote
nbhout it her book on Trayvan. Ben Crump brought them o Mew
York to ask me to b ow up Trayvon [in the medial Traywon had
been burled for 2 veeeks. | didn't even know about Treyvon until
they came and met with me in my office We made it an issue and
called the first rally and had about 10000 people out theme It
ended up being the day rmy mother died, and | went shead with
the ra y amyway'. |1 5aid in the eulogy to Ceorge F oyd that peop e
ol me 1o bl ow things up. and  have an irfrastructure With MAN
wherne we support the family, we help them get legal advice and
mediy agdvice, ang we sbay with them, Sometimeas peaple can't
cover thelr expansas if thay need to do a rally. Some of them nead

to pay their rent, and NAN helps with that

They call us because they know we' come

Allison Kugel: Who is your heilr apparent once you reach a certain
gge and you are no onger b e 1o do this work

Reverend Al Sharpton: That would comme up through the ranks of
NAN [Sharptons Nationa Action Network]. We have a |ot of young
people in our youth ang college division. and some of them have 2
lot of potential It is not up to me to choose who it will be, but

think it will come up from the ranks of the movement. That is why
| built an organization. could hawe just resigned from NAN several
years ago, not worried about raising five to ten milion dollars a
wyear. and just done radio and TV and been a persora ity | built a
structure because | wanted to go way beyond my viabiity. | came
out of that kind of structure, but nobody anointed me. The point
person before me was Reverend Jesse Jackson who was ane of my
mentors. but he didn't choose me. Cream rises to the top You're
going to take a lot of scrutiny. You're going to take a lot of attacks
I've been stabbed and done time in jail for marching, There is a

downside to this, and not everybody is built for that

Allison Kugek VWhat you are saying is sctually a great
life lesson. Mobody anoints you. Nobody taps you cn the
head and says. "You are the chosen one” It has o come
from within, and a person takes it upon themselves to
take the ball and runwith it That app ies to anything in
i fig

Reverend Al Sharpton: Absolutely and you will on y do
It IF it comes from inside IF | sat down and asked
somebody if they would go through what | went
through. I've done 90 days in jJai @t one tima who
woulld apply for that? But if it is in you. you take it as it
comes because your commitment and your baliefs are
[ 5] gger than whatever ik is you are going o face

But this is not a career move, | started to write when |
weas 12, | started] preaching before that, ard | hecame
youth director under Jesse and Revereand William Jones
when | was 15 When | was 13 years old, | didn't sit

dowwn and say, "if | do this, ane day [T howve o show or
MSHAEC " When | started, theme was no MSKNBEC, There
was no radio show syndication owned by blacks

You do things out of commitment and things result
from that but your critics wil act like you just figured

aut this will make you famous

How woadld | know at 15 years ald where this was gaing

to go?

Aev. Al Sharpton “bey preacher” circa 1966, Photo courtesy of Swann Auction
G allories,



Alliszon Kugek After reading yaur book cover to cover | went o
sleep and woke up the next moming with this thought: We are
suppased to be the smartest, most sophisticated species an the
planet However, we have trillions of dollars in circulation on this
panet, and mi ions of people are broke. We have more than
enough food. to the point that we throw out ridiculous amounts
of food every day. and millions of people are staring. 5o we can't

& that smart

Reverend Al Sharpton: | think you should be an activist

You are absolute v right 1t's a matter of will and a rmatter of using
the intelligence we claim to have to distribute things more wise ¥
and to make people the pricrity rather than greed and ego. Its a
decikion that we throw out food and not feed 1'-'.'r"":,.'I::-r:-:i:r There

Is enough food for everybody It is a decision to allow the water
mre the alr to be po uted for perop ®s profit. We can clean up the
@ir and the water. That s part of why |'m saying we need to Rise
Up [the title of Sharpton's niew book, out now), and this is not a
ook that just dea s with b acks. | deal with climate change. | deal
with LCETQ rights, I'm saying, scross the board, we could be
batter thar this. but we are rot rising up and demanding these

things

Allison Kugel: In your book you illustrate a para el between The
Creat Depression arnd The New Deagl put in place I:‘J:,.' President
Franklin De ano Roosevelt and our cufrent economic crisis due to
COVID 19 and the potentlal solution of a CGreen New Dea

Hawve you had the chance to speak with Kamala Harris or Joe
Biden about this?

Reverend Al Sharpton: During the [primary] campszign

yes. There was the meeting when Kamala came to Harlem anc
went with me to Sylvia's soul food restaurant 've talked to them
separately. I've not talked to them at length since they were
naminated Chw Dl]ﬂ'r'. we've talked onm the phone but this is
something that ‘'m pushing out and I'm encouraging them to do
‘With COVID 19 this country is going to go through a tremendous
economic challenge. We need a Marshall Plan and government

Imvolvement to bring the country back

1f we don't have that kind of engagement. we are going to have a
very difficult 2021 and 2022

Allison Kugel: How do you see a Creer Mew Deal
rolling out despite the strong lobby for oil? How can a

new administration circumvent that?

Reverend Al Sharpton: Rise up and wote ir this
election and put in office people that will not be in any
way swayed by the lobbyists. We have to change the
lawmakers, Lobbyists can on y g0 as far as who they can
Influence. You curently have people in the Senate and
the Congress that they can influence They hawe to have
that majarity commit to it the same way Roosavelt did
with The New Deal That is why wanted this book out

before the upcoming election, to lay all of this out

Allison Kugek With the worldwide protests that
erupted after the murder of Cearge Floyd, what do you

ultirmately see resulting fram all the protesting?

Reverend Al Sharpton: The legislation s one, as

salg. but the overa result should be how we as a
culture redefine policing and move past po ice being
above the aw while guestioning the actions of some
police s theught to be anti-police. | think egislation can
enforce this, or we nesd a cu tural shift, One of the
reasons the Floyd case caught on the way tdid s that it
happened in the middle of a pandemic and everyone
was in lockdown. There ware no Sports, 5o people wera
watching the news to see what was happening with the
|lockoown. They kept seeing this footage over and over
again, and they couldn’t turn to sports as a distraction
There was no distraction with George Floyd and | think
that caused an eruption. How could sormebody press
their weight with their knee on someane’s neck for
more than e ght minutes urless thene Was ome venom

there?

Sem. Komale Horris (B-CA) and Rev. Al Sharpion exit gfter kaving lsch af Splvin's
Restairrant i Harleim Pebiriry 21, 2009 i Mo Ferk iy



Allison Kugel | believe everything happens for @ reason | love
how you said that God chooses the most unlikely peop e to make
the biggest impact on the world, Ceorge Floyd's story and his
likemess will be passed down for generations to come. Has the
Floyd family grasped the enormity of that?

Reverend Al Sh.fmnn: Yes we tak about it all the time. His
brother. Philonise who does a lot of speaking for the family, we
talk almost every cday. We talked last night. ard | think they have
begun to understand the impact Their immediate reaction was

thay didnt understand it, because thay were suddenly thrust into
something [public] and they were also mourning. As time has
gone on and they see people respording to Ceorge and his
imags, they wnderstand that maybe Cod used him as an
instrurment. | tod them Cod absolutey wused him as an
Instrurment Mothing but Cod cou d hawe brought it to this lewel
and you hawe to be at peace with that and aso set your

responsibllity in that

Allison Kugel want to talk to you about Defund the Police
read where you are not in favor of it and I'm definitely not for it
Rather than defund the police. | am of the mind that seme funds
shoud be realloceted towards programs lor compasson
empathy, o erance, psycho ogical competency, and things like
that, What are your thoughis?

Reverend Al Sharpton: | think that we should redistrbute how
wa do the resources |ike dealing with some of the things you
outlined. & month after we did the eulpgies for Ceorge Floyd, | did
B eulogy for a 17-year-od kid killed by 2 stray bullet in the Bronx
and a eulogy for a one year old baby that was Killea by a straighit
bullet in Brooklyn How canwe say we don't need poicing when
oul commiunities are deproportionate y victims of crime? We are
the only community that has reasonable fear of cops ona robbers
| think we need to rea ocate how we deal with the funds for
palice, We must have police in presence because right now we are
inundating our communities with guns and drugs. and that is
rea ity Ironically though, 1 think what people don’t understand
Allison, is the one who has defunded the police is Trump. By
Trump ineffectively handling COVID 19 most of these cities are
going to be in deficit and wi  be laying off police

That is a bigger threat than people stating it at ra les. They have
run out of funds. They are laying off teachers and policeman in

some citles

Allison Kugel Cood point. And whether you love
Trurmnp or hate him, every American shou d be aware
that an important part of our democracy is a free press
as well as our postal service. When you have somebody
in the highest office in the land who essentially
gaslights the American pubic and says. “vou conT frust
the medio, you canT trust the medical experts anl
bl M " that is wery dangerous rhetoric and
wrdermines owur dermocracy. Why do you think so many

Trump supporters aren't seeing that?

Reverend Al Sharpton: |t baffles me or one level and
on another evel think because the country is so
dwided, and tl'r'\-:,' Rave been divided I:'.vﬁ.I the rmedia The
mwedia has convinced pecple that everybody but FOX
[Newm] and a few radio talk show guys are buffaloing
you or fooling you They set a climate where a guy like
Trurmp, who rea y |s representing himself alrmost as an
autocrat can rise up and take aclvantage of that He can
say, "Don't be ve them believe me. 'm ong ol ey
Thare s nobody more not one of them than Trump
with the glitzy billianaire ifesty e he lives. Whether he s
a real bi lonalire or not we don't know. But he's been
able to sall that o people who are suffering thraugh
existence lssuss that are lower-middle class or poor, like

grew up Its appealing o them that they are dalng this
to me, and he has identified “they® s the libera media
He gives everybody a blame game. In the Interim, he
does policles that don't help them, but that they can
fee that it is not his fault instead it's their fau t

Allison Kugel: Throwing it back to the 2016 presidential
election, do you think Hillary Clinton was a strong and
viable candidate?

Dawetl Gordmer Sr, the futher of Dovell Gandner fr. 5 comforfed by Eeveramd A2
Sharpion dwring il loneral servior of §pmar-old Devell Gardner Jr, @ Pleawant Groee

Baptist Charch in Bedford-Stayvesant July 27, 2020 in New Fork City



Reverend Al Sharpton: | think she was a strong and viable
cancidate, but she did not run a strong and viable campaign. They
did not engage the ground enough. To Iose Michigan by 12,000
votes. | know three churches that could have given her that. They
never went into Detroit They never really went into Milwaukes, |
think there was almost this feeling of "We got this. Nobody is
going to vote foar Trump® She certalnly had the credentials. | think
she had the vision, and | think she is a decent person, | knew her
since she was First Lady, but | think her campalgn was too up In
the air. too high ground. They didn't get on the ground., and that is
wharne tha voters ware, It left an opening for Trump to do 1t | think

that Biden has not run that campaign so far
Allison H_ug.l'_ M ean ng he hao besn on the r.'|r.-|.1'|c1"-L

Reverend Al Sharpton: He haos been on the ground, and be hes

his infrastructure on the ground

Allison Kugek As a Jewish American, this next guestion is more
personsl. There s a faction of the B ack American moverment that
has become antisemitic as of late. Us confounding to me based
on aur shared history and a ot of our shared activisrm. How can we

clear up some of these misconceptions?

Reverend Al Sharpton: We nesd to stand ano walk together and
go back to the history. When | was a kid, | will never forget
Reverend Jackson brought me to the Jewish Theologica
Serminary, and | met Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel who
marched with Dr. King. Babbl Heschel gave me 2 co ection of his
books and | still have some, like Cod and Man. and some others
There are people (ke Heschel who were part of the backbane of
the Civil Rights Movernent.  tell a lot of pecple today that when
we talk about voting rights. Goodman. Chaney. and Schwerner
were three Jews who died to get us the right to vote | don't think
enough of us ta k about that in the B ack community. And yes. we
may hawe had nur disagreements, but the history of it s not put
out encugh, and we have o deliberately deal with the misnomer
that we have not come together and suffered together |
remember when 911 happened. | went to Mort Zuckerman, who
was then the head of the Conference of Jewish Organizations
and | said | want to go to Israel and identify with the fact that they
live wnder this kind of termorisrm all the time. and we just went
through it in New York [Former israeli President] Shimon Peres
Imwited e as his guest to Israel and | went and met with him He
asked me to take that message to Yasser Arafat He set up 3
maeting with [Yasser] Arafat [late Chairman of the Palestine

Liberation Qrganization) and | went and worked with thermn

Reverend Al Sharpton: There are people on both sides
that don't want to et certain things go. but we have to
keep standing up and represent the facts of hstory
We've suffered together. we've fought together, and at
this time we cannot afford to be separate. We are
fighting the same enemy. Most people that are racist
ame also antisemnibic, and those who are antisemitic are
mostly racist. We are connected, and we need to stop

acting ke we are not

Allison Kug-l: I like tmat A !‘:i{j oart of YoLF ofganization
the Mationa Action Metwork is Criminal Justice Reform
Recently Kim Kardashian worked with President
Trurmp to have the |ife sprtence of Alice Marie
Johnson. 8 nonviclent offend er, commmuted. Waould you
wenr be open to following suit and working with this

current administration on Criminal Justice Reform?

Reverend Al Sharpton: dent trust Trump. | did
support the [Emergency Community Supenision Act of

2020] Bl that Corey Booker and Hakeem Jeffries

came to me with ey sald, “Even tho gn w g

workng with Joared Kushner, would you support Dhie

hili?" Van Jones ca ed me, and he was WOorking very

closely with Jared Kushner. s3lg0. ''m not going o oo
phate with therrn, but [ suppor! the bl | went on
my show and endarsed the bill | think youw have to put

principle over parsona Ity but | don t want a photo opp
with this president. He ca ed me after he won and
Ivited me 1o Mar-a-Lago, and | wiouldm't po because |
believe he is just a cynica manipulator. Even bad
people can sometbmes oeliver ZJDSd results. amnd didn't
want to get in the way of the results | wanted to
support it even though | do not trust hime Even a broken
cleck is right twice a day

fhomald Trump ond Rev. Al Shorplon during the Grond Opesing of Megu bidiswn
it Triirmp Warld Toivers Agril 19, 2006 & New Yark City.
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Allison Kugel: (Laugh| Last y, there has been a lot af rioting
gnd looting mixed N with peacefu protesting Your
amganization s famous slogan IS "No Justice, No Peace

Do you want to clear up, for people, what you mean by
that’

Reverend Al Sharptor: It means the only way we ane
going to have rea peace, where we can live together as a
society that respects each other. 5 to hawve justice. | don't
mean ‘'no peace’ in the sense of viokence. | am absclutaly
uneguivoca ¥y against violence. | have dencunced it
Ve e re and wi continue to. As far as the two cops
shat in Louisville, Kentucky | think it is morally wrong, You
cannot become like the pecple you are fighting. If you
become ike that, if you have the same values and the
same moral code. they have already defeated you. At the
sarme time, | think there's a difference between peace and
quiet Quiet means just shut up and suffer. Peace mMeans
let's strive to work together even F vwe've got to march and
make noise together to get an equa saciety for everybody

That is what | mean by *“Neo Justice, No Peace.”

T

Rise Up: Confronting A Country At The Crossroads
the latest book by Reverend Al Sharpton. iz now

avallable wor dwida.

Visit weaw alsharptonbooks.com for links to pure hase
Follow Reverand Sharpton on

nstagram @real sharpton and on Twitter Ethereva
To learn miore about the

MWational Actior Mebtwork (MANL visit

wnnw niational action netwo rk net
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Allison Kugel is a syndicated entertainment and pop
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